SOUTH AUSTRALIAN LIVESTOCK STATISTICS 


31st MARCH, 1957. 


Bulletin No. 8 of 1957. 


During the twelve months ended 31st March, 1957, there were large increases in the 
qmbers of most livestock in South Australia and many records were broken, Trends can 
ye seen from the following table which compares the last three years with the years 
snding 31.3.44 and 31.3.46, being years immediately before and at the end of the 2 year 
lrought period. 


Numnberse-sasmat oodcu. larch 


Classification 1944 1946 


1000 


SHEEP 


Under 1 year 328.0 925.8 2559229 354572 
1 year and over O37 Fes | TOs eee TteeOn6 
momnmey tarsi Joey Yue) SOE Wr ane? = ? 
Dorset Horn 35.6 Eres Border Loiccster sper" (19.0) 
Suffolk VAST (14.0 South Down Brg (4.5) 
dther & unspecificd iierino Comeback 292.8 (280.5) 

pure breeds 901 Cpealy Crossbred Ate “CSIC cs) 


The above figures show a gencral increase in both the wool and fat lamb types. 


ty 
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LAMBING The number of ewes mated in 1956 was 6,142,419 an increase of 8.63% over 
the previous record of 5,654,541 in 1 1955 while the number of lambs marked, 
4,909,922, was also a record, exceeding the 1955 figure of 4,439,656 by 
1s 60%, 
The lambing percentage of 79.93% was slightly higher than the previous 
record of 78.69% established in 1917. 
Details of lambing during the past three years compared with lambing 
during 1943 and 1945 are as follows: 
! j T —— 
Particulars | Unit 1943 | 1945 1954 | 1955 | 1956 
| ates 
Ewes Mated | 000 4,645.4 | 3,036.0 5,242.2 5,654.5 | 6,142.4 
Lambs Marked perreeo 4}, 4402.8 |. | 4,469.8 4,014.8 | 4,439.7 | 4,909.9 
Lambing Percentage ; << | 75a | AB AT 76.59 | 78.51 79.93 


In 1957, it was intended to mate 


or i x 
mG | 7? | 
i i 


5,106,196 ewes to Morino, Corricdale or Polwarth 


rams and 1,766,956 to rams of other breeds. 


Higher wool prices and a record wool production, estimated at 191,000,000 
lbs. caused the total value of wool produced to rise by 46% over the 
previous year's value to approximately £58,300,000 - the second highest on 


record. 


The last three scasons are compared with 1950-51 (the season of boom 
prices) in the following table: 


Particulars | Unit 1950=50) J 49954—55:--1° 7950-56 1956-57 

3 wae pe Severed 
Sheep, lambs shorn | 1000 10,736 | 13,644 °| 14,4824 155717 
Total Clip, Crutchings, etc. O00) 3b, 114,309 4 439;5675: |°7158;182 Tre (4 
erat weal eroduceion (a) 1000 Ib. | 125,384 | 155,761 | 173,697 | 191,000 
Value of Production £000 | 66,24 | 41,602 39,911 58 , 300 
lAvorage price (greasy), Adelaide | d. 129.16 | 65.68 56, 36. Tepes 


CATTLE Total cattle, numbered 621,577 being 55,522 or 9.81% in excess of the 
previous record established in 1956. This large increase is mainly in 
beef cattle (356,093 in 1957 comparcd with 301,752 in 1956, a rise of 

18.01%). 
The totals of all calves and of becf ca Sia were also records but dairy 
calves were 2,057 below the 1947 peak of 47,364. 
Details as at 31st March are givon below: 
Classification 1944 | 1946 | 1955 | 4956 1957 
1000 1000 O00 O00 ‘OOO 
DATRY CATTLE | 
Cows — in #aik les 1aZ.O 109.4 102.5 104.0 
Dry | 50.7 | ict ae 60.4 63.3 62.6 
Springing Heifers | 25.9 | 2 | 29.5 29.2 Pt 
Tota | 187.6 | tia HASe<3-—"* A98.0- 4 4164S 
Other Heifers Wet, | 16.9 17.6 18.1 ' 16.9 
Bulls | 7.4 | io 8.8 8.8 8.8 
Calves | 40.0 | 31.6 43.2 42. ath 45.3 
Total 25301 EG ee ee 268.9 | 264.3 26545 
BEEF CATTLE | 
Cows and Heifors | 7449 7Os5 118.9 AA)” AP 
Bulls 1.9 201 2 Bea 6.7 
Calves 40.8 27.6 Gist fire 100.1 
Other 13 | 8.5 
Total | 1.9 9 8 
TOTAL CATTLE | 0 


= 3 -_ 


DATRY The following table, with provisional figures for 1956-57, comparing 

PRODUCTION production figures for the last three years with those of 1943-44 and 
1945-46, indicates that whilst milk and cheese production have increased 
considerably between 1943 and 1956, butter production has remained fairly 
constant and bacon and ham fallen. As will be seen from a comparison with 
the first table of this bulletin, the decline in bacon production is 
considerably greater than the reduction in pig numbors. 

Production Unit 1943-44 | 1945-46 | 1954-55 | 1955-56 [1956-57 

i ar ae eS 4+ oo — ———— 

‘Butter '000 1b. 15,603.7 | 16,5412 | 195497.6 | 1955413 19,260.0 

i Cheese "O00 ab, 19efee 0 || BeRATe.o 1 25. 30669 28,297.42 | 26,000,0 

,Bacon and Ham OOO abs Aste 1 hte fooae Tebdads | Vereen | “fpI00e0 

Grand Total Milk 

Production MOV salts 1 [osi50,0 1 795370.0 ' 90, 700.0 | 90, 350.0 Bo 

PIGS The number of pigs varies from year to yoar but has been lower in rocent 
years than 10-20 years ago, the maximum being 190,068 in 1940. 
Numbers during the last four years arc compared with 1944 and 1946 in the 
following table. 

Numbers - as at 31st March 
Classification 


Boars 


Breeding Sows 


All Other 


HORSES 


Foals 


Total 


Classification 


Draught Horses 
Other Horses 


Total 


The number of horses this year (41,049) is the lowest since 1859, and is 
only 20% of the 1936 total of 200,870, since when the total has declined 
continuously. The maximum was 283,641 in 1913. 


The following table giving totals for 1936 compared with numbors of horses 
for the years ending 31st March 1944, 1946 and the last two years, shows 
the trend in recent years and in particular the sharp decrease From 1944 
to 1946 - during the drought pcoriod. 


Unit 1936 | 1946 | 1946 | 1956 | 1957 
17.65 of 4 oP oh 

"000 )183.4 105.4 78.0 “Fos 

'000 ) 43,0 gions 315 

1000 200.9 154.1 116.0 |} 44. 

ee ee ate ss 


STAUGHTERINGS The numbers of livestock slaughtered during the years ended 30th 
* June 1955 to 1957 and the years ended December 1943 and 1945 are 
compared below. 


——_——— oo r= NT 
Classification Unit 1943 | 1945 | 1954-55 | 1955-56 1956-57 
Sheep "000 babes: girvete Os) Beso eS. eo hac Vee oeo 
Lambs "000 Woo (eee 686.7 Ag eae Tel OB A 1,043.0 
Cattle & Calves 'Q00 189.0 eo | 232.9 DEG 248.0 
Pigs "000 gohan 206.3 | 13eie8 13262 12250 
— ~ oe a ——- ——__- 
MORTALITY The reported losses of livestock from drought and all other causes during” 
LOSS the years ended 31st March 1954 to 1957 are compared with the year ending 


31st March 1946 in the following table:- 


Year ending 31st March 
Classification | Unit ' 61946 | 1954 1S) 1956 
| | 
=| SSS a 
Sheep 1000 AgeteOi) Gat ae | £36.4 LA2 
Lambs 1000 Aa ch OTe 103.4 114 
Cattle 1000 EAS 14.8 lis© here 
Horses "O00 re | BSS 36 2 
Pigs "000 Teo | Bok oes 5 
LIVESTOCK he numbors of livestock in divisions at the 31st March, the increases 
IN DIVISIONS and the percentage increases for the State are shown for the years 


1956 and 1957 in the table below. 


Details for Year ending 31st March 


SHEEP eg se cae HORSES | PIGS 
| | 
Division i ~— a >= r ar AREER) 
ewe 1956 Ta 1956 el 1956 19 SIS 
— SS ae a 
— 9000 | '000 }!000 , | "000 1900 t000 "000 1000 
| | | 
Central Beppe | 2046.0 170.2, | 165.1 | 11e0 | 4205. | 3941 1 3Ae8 
Lower North 2 Hes eo, We OGO.O | Sse 34.2 “ee ea 19.5 12.8 
Upper North ena S| 1, 13ta2" | 22.9 OC Ene orl 3.8 Es 
South Eastern Beeson 2a 95sO | Tle | 148.8 5.2 Spe. 6a 5.0 
Yestern Pasha! 2,166.0 | 16.1 ys ae a ie 1 Bie SAS. 
i i oe 29; e Ons e e e 
urrey Mallee | HesGo 6. | iy AGS.D me Di ze coiiseee 20 0 eee 
Total Counties Geeicee | 12,d51an (447s2 | 409.0 | 30.0 | 33.3 | 922 28) 
Outside | : ; 
Hl yA Ae: elite ep ° re ed 
ee | _1,197-7 | 1,133.2 | 174.4 oie el tee 
Total State 14,983. | 13550429 621.6 | 56661 ae AL.5 | 9 
Increase over - | AO Ones -/ 
previous year 1,398.9 tet a) 9392 i 20 a 
Percentage y 5 Ps Yt P , 
he 10.30% 5.99% |9.81% | 8.06% | -7.69%| -9.14! 
i aE nee. 


GOYDER'S 
LINE 
——— 
F | Wait 
Livestock 
1927 
| 'OOO 
Sheep es 1D 
Gattile 160 
Horses io 


AREAS UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT 


The numbers of sheep and cattle in 1952 outside Goyder's line were 3, 103,00: 
and 149,000 respectively compared with 3,027,000 and 156,000 respectively 
in 1927, (i.e. prior to the effects of the serious 1927-29 drought). 
During the intervening period the numbers have exceeded the 1927 totals on 
only 5 occasions for sheep and none for cattle. On the other hand, the 
number of sheep and cattle within Goyder's Line has with the exception of 
drought years been steadily increasing from 4,515,000 and 161,000 
respectively in 1927 to 8,367,000 and 288,000 respectively in 1952. Since 
1952 numbers both inside and outside Goyder's Line have been increasing 

at a rapid rate. For sheep, however, the percentage increase has been 
much greater within Goyder's Line. 


in numbers within Goyder's Line correspond with the period 
p acreages, increased top dressed areas and, latterly, with 
S Campaign and an extcnded period of assured rainfall. 


n 


These increase 
of reduced cro 
the myxomatosi 


Although the number of horses in S.A. has been falling steadily since 
1936 (from 201,000 to 47,000 am 1957), the decline has been more rapid 
within Goyder's Line (from 72% horses within this line in 1936 to 59% 
at present). The period of this more rapid decline corresponds to that 
of the growth in the number of tractors on farms from 4,600 in 1936 to 
en OO ita A956. 


Details of livestocx for the years 1927, 1952 and 1957 are as follows:- 


7 


hin Goyder's Line | Beyond Goyder's Line | Percentage Beyond 
1952 a oon | 1927 | 1952 | 1957 | 1927 | 1952 | 1957 
—+— . — - i Scan (SRNL =aRSET RSID Cee asm 
| 1000 [Pe OGO? “= *a00) — B eO00 | *000 % Sia ees 
j | | { 
| | 
so 618,367.64 Ng VOl =O 02h | S102 .7 | 3796.0: | BOnT Nor. a 25e3 
AS 26055 410.4 | 155.8 | ges ee 2ilat 49.3 BAe 34.0 
0 AA, OL2 652014 TOT TEs Ow BOO O68 | aes 


The following table shows increases in the number of sheep and cattle for 
the last two 7~yearly periods in districts where there has been rapid 
development. 


Numbers as at 31st March 
District E sheep = = Catele 

1943 1950 eee REE wa aise 
a + - —— 

1000 | 000 | 1000 | 1000 1000 
Coonalpyn Downs Lee? a 2505 | 683.0 tT 5.6 
Kangaroo Island 92.4 | 110.6 | ae) seen | ‘tsi 
County Grey | 686.4 | 694.2 — 151580 59.0 i lace 
County Flinders | 339.8 | 299. ~ 491.0 BS, BAS 
eee we ol ee le 

A.W.BOWDEN, 


Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
& Government Statist.’ 


Bureau of Census & Statistics, 
68 Grenfell Street, 


ADELATDE. 


2énd August, 1957. 


